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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Silvasi and Kenji disclose various types of wheel support bearing for rotatably 
supporting a wheel relative to a vehicle body structure comprising an outer member 
having an outer peripheral surface formed with a vehicle body fitting flange for 
securement of the wheel support bearing assembly to a knuckle made of an aluminum 
alloy, the outer member also having an inner peripheral surface formed with raceways, 
an inner member having a wheel mounting flange formed at one end thereof and also 
having raceways defined therein in alignment with the raceways in the outer member, 
rows of rolling elements positioned between the raceways in the outer member and the 
raceways in the inner member, respectively, and an anti-corrosion layer provided at a 
surface area of contact between the outer member and the knuckle. Frantz et al 
discloses a heat sealing apparatus to form a longitudinal seal in a flat sheet of flexible 
film comprising a heating element disposed between a thick thermal insulating block 
and a bearing disk. The bearing disk is disposed between the heating element and a 
seal wheel. The heating element is made up of an electrical resistance layer 
sandwiched between two layers of thermally conductive synthetic resin to electrically 
isolate the resistor element of the heater. Yamamoto discloses a coupling system for 
joining pressure resistant pipe comprising a self-seal type gasket of an internal 
mounting on the pressure receiving side wherein a joint structure having flexibility is 
formed and which is capable of providing electrolytic corrosion for a composite metal 
piping. However, none of the references of record suggests a wheel support bearing 
assembly comprising an electrically insulating layer provided at a surface area of 
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contact between the outer member and the knuckle, wherein the coating layer of the 
electrically insulating layer is formed by a powder coating in the manner defined in the 
instant claim 1 and in combination with other limitation of the claims. Also, none of the 
references of record suggests a wheel support bearing assembly comprising an 
electrically insulating layer provided at a surface area of contact between the outer 
member and the knuckle, wherein the electrically insulating layer comprising a plated 
ply with a chromate treated layer thereon and a coating layer functioning as an electric 
insulator in the manner defined in the instant claim 9 and in combination with other 
limitations of the claim. Therefore, claims 2-6, and 8, depending therefrom, are 
considered to be allowable. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz F. Jules whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph S. Morano can be reached on (703) 308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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